
Persecuted Christians all over the world - 340 million to be exact – have been suffering 
more than ever these past 18 months. This is an increase of 80 million from the 
previous year. The global pandemic has meant these Christians are even less likely to 
meet with other believers or have the freedom to practice their faith. Many more would 
be suffering further persecution at the hands of their own family during lockdowns as 
they are no longer able to move around as freely as before.
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“When I was young, I made a sport of 
persecuting Christians,” Tebeb* shares. 
“I was a Muslim living in Ethiopia which 
meant you hated Christians.” 

Tebeb recalls the day when he felt 
convicted. “As a preacher talked, my 
friends and I were throwing stones 
into the crowd. He invited anyone to 
come forward if they wanted to know 
more about Jesus and I found myself 
standing in front of the pulpit. That was 
the beginning.”

Today things have changed and Tebeb 
is an evangelist who invites others 
to learn more about Jesus. As a 
faithfilled Christian he now experiences 
persecution.

“If you dare to believe the Bible and 
read it yourself, you will be a target 
of persecution,” he says. “So, I am 
thankful every day for the Bible and 
biblical resources people are able to 
give us.”

* names changed for security purposes
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Reflect Do you feel 
like adversity brings you 
closer or further away 
from the Lord?
Why?

Pray for Tebeb and 
Christians just like him 
to be strengthened by 
the Holy Spirit as
they face persecution on 
a daily basis.

Great blessings belong to those who suffer persecution for doing what is right. God’s kingdom 
belongs to them.  Matthew 5:10 ERV
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Persecuted Christians always ask us for two things: Prayer and Bibles. 

Bibles are often difficult to access in persecuted countries due to governmental 
restrictions, cost, geographical location, and lack of availability. Imagine suffering through 

persecution without knowing God’s promises for those who suffer?

This is part of why Bible League exists – to bring hope and strength to persecuted 
believers through the Word of God. We connect and work with local partners on the ground 

that have access to these communities. We equip local Christians through Project Philip 
Bible studies and Church Planter Training. We also reach out to unbelievers in persecuted 

regions through our Bible-based Literacy program.

Bible League helps people know Jesus through:

• Project Philip Bible Studies – planting the Word of God into people’s hearts.

• Church Planter Training – bringing the Gospel to unchurched areas.

• Bible-based Literacy – helping break the poverty cycle in developing countries.

• Easy-to-Read Version (ERV) – the first Bible people receive is one they can understand.

• Local Ministries – impacting youth, families, churches and prisoners in Australia and 

    New Zealand.

Born and raised as a Hindu in Southern 
Asia, Gopal* worshipped many gods. 

Gopal’s family are also Dalit and part 
of the ‘untouchables’ - those at the 
bottom of the caste system in the 
traditional Hindu culture. Dalits are 
forced to live in separate communities 
and anyone who encounters Dalits 
or even their shadows must ritually 
cleanse.

When a Bible League-trained pastor 
invited Gopal’s family to a Project Philip 
Bible study, he found acceptance for 
the first time and soon gave his life to 
Jesus.

He chose not to fear persecution from 
his Muslim-majority community as life 
in Jesus is worth the cost.

“I have never felt such peace, 
acceptance, and contentment,” Gopal 
said.

* names changed for security purposes

Reflect Do you live with 
a peace in your heart? Ask 
Jesus to bring his peace 
and acceptance
into your heart today.

Pray for the Dalit 
people of Southern Asia 
to come to know God’s 
love and acceptance.

DAY 8 - SOUTHERN ASIA  
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We are beaten and thrown into prison. People get upset at us and fight against us. We work hard, 
and sometimes we get no sleep or food. 2 Corinthians 6:5 ERV

The Communist Party controls all religious 

matters in the country. Registered Christian 

churches are under constant surveillance 

and restrictions. Christians who attend 

unregistered churches run the risk of 

imprisonment and hefty fines. 

Despite this restrictive and threatening 

environment, the Church in East Asia has 

continued to flourish. Bible League works 

within the country providing Bible-based 

Literacy classes and Bibles through locally 

trained ministry workers, reaching people like 

Tin*.

“Since I learned very little English from school, 

I immediately signed up without hesitation,” 

Tin says. “It was a joyful experience for me. 

Through Bible-based Literacy classes, I 

learned more about the English language, but 

most importantly, I got to know more about 

Jesus. Learning English and the Bible will 

forever be a part of my life.”

* names changed for security purposes

Reflect on the first time 
you heard about Jesus. 
What were you feeling at 
the time? Praise God for 
the joy of salvation! 

Pray for more people 
in East Asia  to come to 
know Jesus Christ through 
Bible-based Literacy 
classes. 

Lord, you lifted me out of my troubles. You did not give my enemies a reason to laugh, so I will 
praise you. Psalm 30:1 ERV
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